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preserving this unique research facility. The Commission will clearly be acting in the
public interest if it acts to protect the Arecibo Observatory as a major scientific
instrument.

New technologies have made the available astronomical instrumentation more sensitive.
With the increase in performance, however, the sensitivity to interference has also
increased. Furthermore, the environment around the observatory has become less
suitable for astronomy. At one time the Arecibo Observatory was located in a very
radio quiet location, but that is no longer true. The observations of the Observatory are
being threatened by various radio services, which have been developed to serve the
densely populated island of Puerto Rico.

The proposed Communication Zone for the island of Puerto Rico will serve as an early
warning when new services propose to move into the area. A better name may be a
"Coordination Zone." The Communication Zone will provide a mechanism to help the
Observatory evaluate the effects of new services in a timely manner and to alert the
Commission about potential problems. The establishment of this Zone provides an
effective administrative mechanism for the Observatory to exercise its right to comment
on new applications before the Commission.

The Zone will also provide a framework of cooperation and advance communication
between the Observatory and the other users. Although Puerto Rico will never be a
radio quiet place, the proposed Communication Zone will help to reduce the number of
future conflicts, such as those with nearby tv stations, and will help the Observatory to
coexist peacefully with the other users of radio spectrum.

On behalf of the American Astronomical society, I strongly urge the Commission to
establish the proposed Communication Zone for the benefit of Arecibo Observatory.
This Communication Zone will help secure the future of a unique and powerful
scientific instrument.

Respectfully submitted,


